.. National Park Service Devils Tower National Monument PO Box 10
==/ U.S. Department of the Interior Devils Tower, WY 82714
307 467-5283 ext 637 phone

307 467 5350 fax

K-2 A Walk in Time, Color

Old Land Surface
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Below is a short narrative for the color picture with keywords in Bold.

The Tower formed almost 50 million years ago. Magma (hot liquid rock) moved
up from deep underground. It squeezed through soft rock layers of Sandstone and

shale. If this magma had reached the Old Land Surface it would have formed a
volcano and erupted lava. Instead, it cooled and hardened underground, forming a

hard crystalline rock named Phonolite. During the last five million years, water
and wind broke down and carried away some of the softer rock layers leaving the
harder phonolite in the shape of the Tower. Today, the Tower stands high above the

Land Surface.
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